Challenge Days — Unearthing capabilities

“All I saw around me at the end of the day was a hall full of children and engaged and simply bursting with enthusiasm,
imagination and fun” Head Teacher, Wandsworth

In a nutshell
Challenge Days give teachers a unique opportunity to observe their children as they work through a series of complex tasks in
order that they can identify unexpected strengths and discover natural leaders, negotiators and supporters.
Seldom do teachers have the chance to see what their children are capable of in a complex environment which they haven’t
planned out. Similarly, it’s not often they are able to observe how their children work with others of different ages whom they
don’t know. The day can reach up to 250 students, plus teachers, governors, parents and the wider community.
Teachers are left with evidence of capabilities, material and a shared reference point for subsequent work.

Key outcomes






Teachers witness what children can achieve
Students identify their key skills
Brings different age groups together
Teachers observe new ways of working
Common experience and shared material for later use

Key skills
Teamwork & Collaboration I Self-confidence I Literacy I Resilience I STEM I Creativity I Critical mind-set I Project planning
Giving and receiving feedback I Numeracy I Time management I Leadership I Negotiation & Persuasion I Initiative

Key facts





When? Dates are selected by you
Where? We run the programme on site, in your school
Number of participants? Up to 250
Who? Students, teachers, parents, governors

Parent on Challenge Day
"There was a real sense of the school
community coming together for something
special.”

We pride ourselves in delivering high quality, high impact programmes. We also understand that every school is unique and
can easily tailor the day to your school’s needs.
Feel free to get in touch: jen.moran@bryanstonsquare.co.uk
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Challenge Days — Unearthing capabilities
Challenging mind-sets
In cross year groups of up to 15, students are given a set of instructions, a mystery box which contains seemingly random
materials, and a series of tight deadlines. They have to form teams, interpret the rules, trade and negotiate with other teams
and deal with problems and deadlines to deliver creative solutions which will then be judged against specific criteria. The only
rules are set out in the complex instructions. Teachers can stand back and observe how their children interact with each other.

Facilitating team work
The challenges we pose are varied and are impossible to achieve without great team work and individual contributions.
Managing a team is down to the students to negotiate. This is what teachers find most difficult because they want to jump and
help. But once they can suppress this desire they can really see what children can achieve.

Encourages “learning by doing”
The results of their teams are measured against a set of specific requirements; both quantitative and qualitative. Evidence of
good teamwork and strategy soon becomes apparent – in teams which had them and those that didn’t. As the day progresses
the results for each challenge are displayed on our “it’s a knock-out” screen and individual and team contributions celebrated.

“It was a wonderful opportunity for parents, children, governors and staff to involve themselves in learning together" Head
Teacher, Hertfordshire
Bryanston Square was founded in 1999 to enhance the learning environment. In the past year, we had a direct impact on more
than 6,000 people. We delivered more than 150 workshops in 8 different countries to students, teachers, leaders and business
professionals across the UK, Europe, Middle East and the US.
We are passionate about developing students of all ages, enhancing the learning environment & inspiring change in education.
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